






















AOPA NEWS: 
Mountain Pass 
VFR Waypoints 
Set To Debut 

Passes through mountain­
ous areas may soon be safer, 
thanks to an AOPA initiative 
for VFR waypoints marking 
mountain pass routes on 
aeronautical charts. AOPA 
has been pushing for such 
waypoints for several years. 

The waypoints, which can 
be identified by Global Posi­
tioning System receivers and 
will be included in aviation 
GPS databases, are expected 
to begin appearing on se­
lected sectional charts in the 
first half of 2002. They will 
indicate the beginning and 
ends of mountain pass routes 
and will be marked for VFR 
use only. 

Similar VFR waypoints 
now appearing on terminal 
area VFR charts are helping 
pilots navigate accurately in 
congested airspace. The 
waypoints, identified with 
five-letter names beginning 
with "VP," were first ap­
proved for terminal charts in 
July 1999 after an AOPA-Ied 
task force pointed out the 
benefits to both pilots and air 
traffic controllers. The moun-

14 tain pass waypoints are an 
extension of the terminal 
waypoint concept. 

Correctly identifying moun­
tain passes critical to safety. 

Identification of the correct 
mountain pass route can be 
critical, especially for pilots 
flying lower-powered, non­
turbocharged piston aircraft 
in mountainous areas. High 
density altitude conditions 
(more likely in summer) can 
make it impossible for a non­
turbocharged aircraft to 
climb above peaks or high 
ridgelines if the route se­
lected turns out to be a blind 
canyon or has rapidly rising 
terrain. 

Mis-identification of a 
mountain pass route is com­
mon, particularly for pilots 
new to a mountainous area. 
AOPA Director of Advanced 
Technology Randy Kenagy, 
an experienced mountain pi­
lot and flight instructor who 
has been leading the VFR 
waypoint charting initiative 
for AOPA, pointed out that 
picking the correct pass while 
in flight isn't always easy. 

"There probably isn't a 
mountain flyer who hasn't at 
least once squinted through 
the summer haze and picked 
the wrong entry point for a 
mountain pass route," said 
Kenagy. "Fortunately, there's 
usually enough room to 
make a lifesaving lBO-degree 
turn before it's too late, but 
adding these VFR waypoints 
marking the proper entry 
point adds a margin of safety 
that pilots and their passen­
gers will much appreciate." 

The first new VFR moun­
tain pass waypoints will be 

assigned to selected routes in 
mountainous areas of Alaska 
and Colorado, and pilots will 
be asked to help evaluate the 
benefits. lf feedback from pi­
lots is positive as expected, 
AOPA will request additional 
VFR mountain pass 
waypoints. 

Along with the new VFR 
mountain pass waypoints, 
the FAA will increase amount 
of information available to 
pilots on mountain flying 
techniques. Kenagy added 
that the information would 
be tailored to an individual 
location, enhancing safety. 
"For instance, mountain fly­
ing issues specific to Colo­
rado may be published in the 
FAA Airport/Facility Direc­
tory that covers Colorado," 
Kenagy said. "FAA plans to 
make additional information 
on mountain flying tech­
niques available for easy 
download from the Internet." 

But mountain flying infor­
mation and expertise is al­
ready available on the 
Internet for AOPA members. 
The 57-page AOPA "Guide to 
Mountain Flying" that in­
cludes facts and opinions 
from experienced mountain 
pilots on basic mountain fly­
ing, use of supplemental oxy­
gen, coping with weather in 
mountainous terrain and sur­
vival techniques is on the 
AOPA Web site at 
www.aopa.org/members/ 
files/ guides/ mntfly.htrnl. 

"Kitty Hawk on the Horizon" afforded attendees the chance to 
make new friends and renew old acquaintances 

Odegard School continued 
from page S 

Phoenix, Arizona in conjunc­
tion with Chandler-Gilbert 
Community College; and 
Crookston, Minnesota with 
the University of Minnesota 
in addition to its home-base 
in Grand Forks, North Da­
kota. With more than 1,BOO 
students from throughout the 
world, the John D. Odegard 
School of Aerospace Sciences 
is the second largest college at 
the University of North Da­
kota. Undergraduate and 
graduate programs leading to 
a variety of rewarding careers 
in aerospace are offered 
through four different aca­
demic departments: aviation, 
atmospheric sciences, com­
puter science and space stud­
ies. The UND Aerospace 
training complex is the most 
technologically advanced en­
vironment for aerospace edu­
cation, training and research 
in the world. 
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Oh, the humanity! We had a (mostly) 
wonderful response to our last photo, 
which we confess has been all over the 
internet, major airline operations cen­
ters and numerous flying clubs. This 
one was tough folks, but here we go 
with our winners: 

First Place: Dale Klein, Mandan ND, 
"Dumb and Dumber, just leaving the 
CRM Seminar at Fargo." 

Second Place: Dave Craig, Bathgate, 
ND, "Pilot: Sure is nice to have that win­
dow in the back so we can backup faster, 
den." Co-pilot, 'Ya, youbetcha!" 
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AIR BP 

• 
CONTROL 
TOWER 

YOR/GPS 

N46 - 46.5' - W100 - 44.9' 
VAR 10' E. Elev 1677 n. 

• Staffed 24 Hours 
• Professional Line Service 
• Jet A ond 1 DOLL 
• Jet A Volume I1iscounts 
• BP Controct Fuel 
• Western Petroleum Controct Fuel 
• Best Aero Net 
• Hangar Storage and Tiedowns 
• Catering/Courtesy Cars/Conference Room 
• Complimentary Coffee and Ice 
• GPUjOxygen/Lav 
• PreheatjDe-Idng 
• Rental Cars 
• Pilot's Lounge/Computerized WX 
• Health Club Guest "asses 
• Hotel and Golfing Discounts 

www.bismarckairbp.com 
FAX: 701·221·6886 

Third Place: Bob Simmers, 
Bismarck, ND, "Would you 
knock it off, look out for what?" 

Honorable Mention: Anonymous (who 
won't get any higher than this until they 
tell who they are!): "Bill and Tony con­
gratulated each other on all the money 
they saved by installing their new TCAS 
system without any help whatsoever from 
that 'overpriced' avionics shop!" 



Photo Caption #9 OK fans, give us your best shot!! 
Photo Caption #9, NOAQ, P.O. Box 5020, Bismarck, NO 58502 
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We're 
T~king 
Advertising! 
The Quarterly is now ac­
cepting advertising from 
its subscribers. Rates 
listed are for a minimum 
of 1 year (4 issues). Sorry, 
no classifieds! 
SIZE RATE 
1/ 8 page 
1/ 4 page 
1/ 2 page 
Full page 

$136.00 
$255.00 
$476.00 
$816.00 

Send your photo/ scanner 
ready copy by June 15, 2001 

North Dakota 
Aviation Quarterly 
Advertising 
P.O. Box 5020 
Bismarck, ND 58502 
Make checks payable to: 
NDAC - Advertising 
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